
Sample Mathematics Assessment 
 

You have been teaching your students how to add and subtract 2- and 3-digit whole 
numbers and money amounts less than  $ 10.00.   Your students have had 
opportunities to independently practice these skills using paper and pencils, to 
discuss during class how to solve computational problems, and to apply these skills 
using store flyers, restaurant menus, and visits to the school store.  Based on the 
learning needs of your students, you might consider using one of the following 
formats to assess your students’ mastery of these skills:  (Note that these are sample 
items and not intended to be a complete assessment of skills.) 
 
 
 
Option #1: 
This is the option that may have been used in the general education class.   
 
Directions: 
Solve each of the following problems and circle your answer: 
 
1. 96  2. $ 8.59  3. $ 5.00  4. 733 
       +   43    - 1.99    - 2.72            + 617 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Matt bought a movie ticket for $ 5.50.  He had $ 9.59 to spend at the movies.  
How much money did Matt have left to buy popcorn and soda?  Remember to 
show all of your work. 

 
 
 
 
 

6. Kim is going to her friend’s birthday party and is shopping for a gift.  She has       
$ 7.25 to spend.  Kim would like to buy at least two of the items listed below.  All 
prices listed include tax.  Which items will she be able to buy for a birthday gift?  
Remember to show all of your work. 

 
• Nail polish    $ 1.29 
• A Harry Potter book   $ 5.99 
• UCONN T-shirt   $ 6.29 
• Necklace    $ 4.59 
• Painting set     $ 3.99 

 
 



 
Option #2: 
This option may be used for students who have difficulty with spatial relations.   
Extra space is provided for student work and place value columns are highlighted in 
color.  This option could also be presented on graph paper to assist the student in 
aligning place value columns. 
 
Directions: 
Solve each of the following problems and circle your answer: 
 

1. 96 
            + 43    

 
               _ _ _ 
 
 

 
     2.           $ 8.59 
    -  1.99 
 
            _ _ _ 
 

 
   3.         $ 5.00    
               - 1.99 
 
         _ _ _ 
 
 
 
 

 
  4.              733 
 + 617 
 
          _ _ _ 
 
 

 
5. Matt bought a movie ticket for $ 5.50.  He had $ 9.59 to 

spend at the movies.  How much money did Matt have left to 
buy popcorn and soda?  Remember to show all of your work. 
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6. Kim is going to her friend’s birthday party and is shopping 
for a gift.  She has  $ 7.25 to spend.  Kim would like to buy at 
least two of the items listed below.  All prices listed include 
tax.  Which items will she be able to buy for a birthday gift?  
Remember to show all of your work. 

 
 

• Nail polish    $ 1.29 
• A Harry Potter book  $ 5.99 
• UCONN T-shirt   $ 6.29 
• Necklace    $ 4.59 
• Painting set    $ 3.99 
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Option #3: 
This option may be used for students who have difficulty processing directions.  The 
directions are written in a list format so that students may check off each step after 
completing it.  The directions are also highlighted to set them apart for the problems to be 
solved. 
 
Directions: 

• Read each problem 
• Decide if you will add or subtract 
• Show your work in the space provided 
• Remember to regroup, when needed 
• Check your work 
• Circle your answer 

 
1. 96  2. $ 8.59  3. $ 5.00  4. 733 
       +   43    - 1.99    - 2.72           + 617 
 
 
 
 
Directions: 

• Read each problem 
• Decide if you will add or subtract 
• Underline the numbers you will use to solve the problem 
• Write each problem 
• Show your work in the space provided 
• Remember to regroup, when needed 
• Check your work 
• Circle your answer 

 
5. Matt bought a movie ticket for $ 5.50.  He had $ 9.59 to spend at the movies.  How much 

money did Matt have left to buy popcorn and soda?  Remember to show all of your work. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6. Kim is going to her friend’s birthday party and is shopping for a gift.  She has  $ 7.25 to 
spend.  Kim would like to buy at least two of the items listed below.  All prices listed 
include tax.  Which items will she be able to buy for a birthday gift?  Remember to show 
all of your work. 

 
• Nail polish    $ 1.29 
• A Harry Potter book   $ 5.99 
• UCONN T-shirt     $ 6.29 
• Necklace    $ 4.59 
• Painting set     $ 3.99 


